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   QUEEN VICTORIA 
 
 

 
 

Queen Victoria ruled the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland for more than 63 
years. The period of her reign, from 1837 to 1901, became known as the Victorian Age. 

During the Victorian Age Britain became the largest empire that had ever existed. There 
were also great changes and developments within Britain in science and technology, 

culture, and daily life
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Born a Princess 

 
Princess Victoria Alexandria was born on May 24, 1819 at Kensington Palace in London. 

Her father was Edward, the Duke of Kent and her mother was Princess Victoria of 
Germany. Victoria lived the life of a young royal and her mother was very protective. She 

had little contact with other children spending most of her days with adult tutors and 
playing with dolls when she was young. As she grew older she enjoyed painting, drawing, 

and writing in her diary. 

 
Heir to the Crown 

 
When Victoria was born, she was fifth in line for the crown of the United Kingdom. It 
seemed unlikely that she would ever be queen. However, after several of her uncles 

failed to have children, she became heir to the throne of the current king, William IV. 
 

 
Becoming Queen 

 
When King William IV died in 1837, Victoria became Queen of the United Kingdom at 

the age of eighteen. Her official coronation took place on June 28, 1838. Victoria was 
determined to be a good queen and to restore the faith of the people of the United 

Kingdom in the monarchy. One of the first things she did was to pay off her father's 
debts. The people liked her from the start. 

 
Victoria didn't know a lot about how to govern, however, she made a good friend and 

tutor in the Prime Minister at the time, Lord Melbourne. Melbourne advised Victoria on 
political issues and had considerable influence over her at the start of her reign. 

 
Marrying a Prince 

 
On October 10, 1839 a German Prince named Albert came to visit the royal court. Victoria 
immediately fell in love. Five days later, they were engaged to be married. Victoria 

enjoyed married life. She and Albert had 9 children over the next several years. Albert 
also became her confidant and helped her in navigating the politics of the United 

Kingdom. 
 
The Victorian Era 

 
The time of Victoria's reign was a period of prosperity and peace for the United 

Kingdom. It was a time of industrial expansion and the building of railroads. One of the 
achievements of the time was the Great Exhibition of 1851. A huge building called the 
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Crystal Palace was built in London that housed a number of technological exhibits from 
around the world. Prince Albert took part in the planning and it was a huge success. 
 
Albert's Death 

 
On December 14, 1861 Albert passed away from typhoid fever. Victoria went into a 

deep depression and withdrew from all politics. But eventually Victoria recovered and 
began to take a strong interest in the British Empire and its colonies. 

 
Grandmother of Europe 

 
Victoria's nine children were married off to royalty throughout much of Europe. She is 
often called the Grandmother of Europe because so many of Europe's monarchs are 

her relatives. Her first son, Edward, became king after her and married a princess from 
Denmark. Her daughter Victoria, the Princess Royal, married the Emperor of Germany. 

Other children married royals from other areas of Europe including Russia. She had 
thirty-seven great-grandchildren at the time of her death on January 22, 1901. 
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INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 
 

 
The Industrial Revolution, one the most important changes in the world, started in 

England before Queen Victoria was born, but strongly developed during her reign. She 

ruled during the industrialization of England, encouraging tremendous change and 

expansive growth of England’s domestic and foreign power. The Victorian period in 

England’s history shows contrasts: the beauty and richness of the aristocracy versus the 

poverty and depression of the poor working class. The middle class was essentially 

nonexistent, but the Industrial Revolution meant that the balance of power shifted from 

the aristocracy, whose position and wealth was based on land, to the newly rich business 

leaders. The new aristocracy became one of wealth, not land, and often bought 

themselves titles, which remained important in British society. 

 
 
Where did the Industrial Revolution first begin? 

The Industrial Revolution began in the late 1700s, when machines were invented to 

make products more easily. The full effects of this revolution only started to be seen during 

Victoria’s reign. Steam-powered machinery meant that factories could produce items 

more quickly and efficiently than ever before. In particular, Britain became the world 

leader in iron and steel production. The country grew wealthy through international trade 

 

Steam power also led to dramatic changes in public transportation. When Victoria came 

to the throne, the railroads ran for only a few hundred kilometers. In the 1840s and early 

1850s, 8,000 miles (13,000 kilometers) of railroads were built all over Britain, giving 

people the opportunity to travel cheaply and easily around the country. Railroads also 

began to spread across other parts of the empire. 

 
In 1851 the Great Exhibition was held in Hyde Park in London. This exhibition was intended 
to demonstrate Britain’s industrial, military, and economic achievements. It also included 
many of the accomplishments pioneered by the British in its many colonies. The exhibition 
attracted visitors from all over the world. Britain changes from a rural society to an urban one 

In 1837, Britain was still a rural nation with 80% of the population living in the countryside. 

Most people were farmers or spun wool and cotton to weave into cloth. Soon new 

machines were invented that could do these jobs in a fraction of the time. This left many 

people out of work, so they flocked to the towns in search of jobs in new industries. By 

the middle of the nineteenth century over 50% of the population lived in towns and cities. 

 

The Age of Steam 

Victorian engineers developed bigger, faster and more powerful machines that could run 
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whole factories. This led to a massive increase in the number of factories (particularly in 

textile factories or mills). By 1870, over 100,000 steam engines were at work throughout 

Britain. The industry depended on steam and steam depended on coal. The number of 

coalfields doubled between 1851 and 1881. 

 

The Age of Steel 

1856 - Henry Bessemer invented a method for converting iron into steel quickly. Ships, 

bridges and building could now be bigger. Despite the growing wealth due to trade and 

commerce, many of the working people, who actually produced the wealth, lived, worked 

and died in very poor conditions. 

 

Housing 

Most cities and towns were not prepared for the great increase of people looking for 

accommodation to live near their work place. There was a shortage of houses, so many 

people had to share a room in other people’s houses. Rooms were rented to whole 

families or perhaps several families. Often ten or twelve people shared one room. If there 

was no rooms to rent, people stayed in lodging houses. Many factory owners built houses 

for their workers near their factories. The houses were built close together really quickly 

and cheaply. These houses often had two rooms downstairs and two rooms upstairs. 

They were not really big enough for the large families people tended to have during the 

Victorian time. 

The houses also did not have running water and toilets. Up to 100 houses had to share 

an outdoor pump to get their water and share an outside toilet. To make things worse, the 

water from the pump was often polluted. 

 

Pollution and ill health 

The household rubbish was thrown out into the narrow streets and the air was filled with 

black smoke from the factories chimneys. Dirty streets and cramped living was a perfect 

breeding ground for diseases. More than 31,000 people died during an outbreak of 

cholera in 1832 and lots more were killed by typhus, smallpox and dysentery. 

Public Health Act of 1875 banned open sewers, thanks to Joseph Bazalgette’s sewage 

system. Houses were made further apart, rubbish collection was introduced and public 

health inspectors had to be provided by the local council. They basically had to go round 

whatever town or city they were employed in and check that sanitation and health of the 

people was alright. 

In 1853, the tax on soap was taken off, meaning poor people could buy it and become 

more hygienic by washing with it. 
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Working conditions 

Many factory owners put profit above the health and safety of their workers. Children and 

young women were employed in terrible conditions in textile mills and mines. Furnaces 

were operated without proper safety checks. Workers in factories and mills were 

deafened by steam hammers and machinery. Hours were long and there were no 

holidays. 

 

The Age of Invention, Science and Cultural Expansion 

The success of the steam engine and the other inventions that brought about the 

Industrial Revolution also led to many other new inventions. The Victorian era was one of 

great scientific and technological advances. 

In 1839 photography was invented and Victorians rushed to have their portraits taken. 

Queen Victoria herself was fascinated by the process of photography. 

Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone in 1876. 

Bicycles became popular in the 1870s, and in 1872 a bicycle known as the penny farthing 

was introduced. This had a large wheel at the front and a smaller one at the back. The 

design was used until about 1880, when a bicycle with equal-sized wheels was 

developed. The first cars appeared after 1885. 

Gas lighting brightened homes, public buildings, and the streets. By 1879 Joseph Swan 

had invented an electric light bulb. By the 1880s steam power was being used in power 

stations to make electricity. 

There were developments in medicine and health care, too. The most important of these 

was pioneered by Joseph Lister. Lister investigated the causes of infection that occurred 

after patients had undergone surgery. He realized that the infections were caused 

by bacteria. In 1870 he introduced methods of sterilizing surgical instruments and using 

antiseptics to keep hospitals clean. These methods dramatically reduced infections and 

deaths. 

Charles   Darwin   was   another   important   scientist    of    the    era.    His    ideas 

about evolution forever changed the way scientists thought about all living things. 

 

Culture 

Many people in Victorian Britain wanted to find out more about the world around them. 

They   went   to   lectures   on   science,   history,    religion,    and    exploration.    In 

1845 Parliament said that local councils could set up free libraries, and by the end of the 

era every large city had its own art gallery, museum, and concert hall. 
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Victoria and her husband Albert encouraged the arts and literature. Many great writers, 

including Charles Dickens, the Brontë sisters, and Robert Louis Stevenson, wrote during 

the Victorian Age. The great artistic movement of the age included artists such as Dante 

Gabriel Rossetti and John Everett Millais. 

The extension of the railroads meant that travel was more affordable than it had ever 

been, as well as quicker. By the 1840s the working classes joined the upper classes on 

seaside holidays. At the seaside, people stayed in boarding houses, paddled, and walked 

on pleasure piers. 

 

 
 
 

Life and Education 

In Britain in 1837, when Victoria came to the throne, the majority of people lived in villages 

and worked on the land. By the end of her reign most people lived in towns and worked 

in offices, shops, and factories. The population of Britain more than doubled in the 

Victorian era, creating a huge demand for food, clothing, and housing. Even more 

factories and machines were built to meet this demand, and new towns developed. 

 
Education 

Most Victorian families were large and only the poorest families did not have servants. 

Children from rich families were taught at home by a governess. Boys were sent to 

boarding school around the age of 10. There were few schools for girls until the end of 

the Victorian era, so girls from wealthy families usually continued to be taught at home. 

In early Victorian Britain most poor children did not attend school, so they grew up unable 
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to read or write. Some went to free charity schools and Sunday schools, which were run 

by churches. 

In 1844 Parliament passed a law stating that children working in factories must be given 

six half-days of schooling every week. In 1870 another law was passed that required all 

children between the ages of five and 12 to attend school. Many more schools were built 

as a result of this. 

Teachers in Victorian schools were strict and they could punish children for not learning 

their lessons or for misbehaving. There could be as many as 70 or 80 students in each 

class. Lessons were usually reading and copying, or chanting a lesson until it had been 

memorized. 

Paper was expensive so children wrote on slates. After a lesson was completed and the 

teacher had checked their work, students cleared their slates for the next lesson. Older 

children sometimes learned to write on paper using pens made out of thin wooden sticks 

dipped into ink. In many schools pupil-teachers aged 13 and above helped with the 

teaching. After five years they could become teachers themselves. 

 
Children at Work 

Most poor children were sent out to work, often for long hours and little pay. Small children 

were made to crawl underneath machinery or open and close the ventilation doors in coal 

mines. Many children had accidents or became ill or died because these jobs were so 

dangerous. 

Until the 1840s children as young as five worked in underground mines for up to 12 hours 

a day. The Factory Act of 1878 banned employment of children under the age of 10. 

However, poor families often still sent children out to work because they needed the 

money. After 1842 the employment of women and children in the mines was made illegal. 

After 1844 working hours were limited for children and women in factories. 

Life was not the same for all children during Victorian times: 

 

Children from working class 

families 

Children from rich families 

 

● Had few luxuries. 

● Ate poor food 

● worked long hours 

● Lived in damp, filthy conditions. 
● Many children died of disease. 

● Usually well fed, clean and well clothed. 

● Didn't need to work 

● Went on holidays 

● Had expensive toys 

● Had pets such as ponies. 
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Victorian Women 

 

Victorian England was a man’s world. More specifically, it was a rich, upper-class, man’s 
world, and even better if you had land, a large house, a title, and a doting wife. Women 

of this class enjoyed a life full of all the things money could buy; travel, fine clothes, good 
food and of course, servants and staff to do chores for them. Their goal in life was to 
marry, have children and raise them in an appropriate and respectful manner. 

 
However in the lower working class, their clothes were vastly different from the luxurious 

outfits of the upper class women – consisting of rag and cheap cloth, and their homes 

would be cold, dank and dark. These women were usually single, and relied only upon 
themselves for support. Life in the workhouses was arduous and dangerous, but they had 
to work to scrape together any money they could. 

 
Not so different 

 

Although women in the upper and lower classes had many differences, they also had 
some similarities. Women in the Victorian era were very much seen as second best to 
men, as a trophy, a wife and a mother, and were expected to be content with this role in 
society. It was toward the end of the Victorian era that the women’s suffrage movement 
began in the United Kingdom. Women of every class came together to stand against the 
injustice and inequality of the voting system and to lobby for their right to vote.  

 

So    despite    the    vast    differences     between     the     women     in     this     era, 
their similarities encouraged a change that shaped the history of Britain. Between the 
idealized view of Victorian life demonstrated by upper class women and the less desirable 
lifestyle of poorer women, we can learn a lot about the society of Victorian Britain, and 
begin to sense the stirrings of one of the most important and dramatic social changes in 
history. 

 

 

Florence Nightingale 

Perhaps one of the most famous Victorian women was Florence Nightingale. 

Born in Florence, Italy to a wealthy British family she developed a keen interest in nursing 

which was considered an unsuitable job for someone of her social standing. 

Eventually, she trained for three months as a nurse in Germany and became a 
Superintendent of the Establishment in London’s Harley Street. 

When the Crimean War broke out in 1854 she used her knowledge to oversee military hospitals 
where conditions were deplorable. 

Her actions, particularly improving cleanliness in the hospitals, raised survival rates from 
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60% to 98%. 

She went on to found the Nightingale School and Home for Nurses at St Thomas Hospital 

in London. 
 

 

End of an Era 
 
 

By the time Queen Victoria died in 1901, almost every area of life had changed 

dramatically. The empire over which Victoria had presided would not last far into the 

1900s. Within 15 years, World War I destroyed monarchies and empires all around the 

world. By the middle of the century there was very little left of the great British Empire
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         Key Events of the First World War 

Timeline 

Many different battles were fought in the First World War and a case can be made for the 

importance of them all. This list includes some of the most important ones, which had an 

impact on the whole shape of the war. 

1914 
 

● 28 June: Austro-Hungarian Archduke Franz Ferdinand is shot in Sarajevo, the 

capital of Bosnia-Herzegovina 

● 29 July: Austria-Hungary invades Serbia 

● 1 August: Germany declares war on Russia 

● 4 August: Germany invades Belgium; Britain declares war on Germany 

● October: The Race to the Sea – the Germans and the British and French try to 

outflank each other but end up with an unbroken line of trenches along the whole 

Western Front 

1915 

 
● April: Italy signs the Treaty of London and agrees to join the war on the Allied side. 

● September: The Russian Tsar, Nicholas II, takes sole command of the Russian 

army 

● October: Bulgaria enters the war on Germany’s side 

● October‒November: Austria-Hungary crushes Serbia 
 

1916 
 

● February 21th: Britain introduces conscription; the Germans attack at Verdun 

● May 31th : The British and German fleets fight the indecisive Battle of Jutland off 

the coast of Denmark 

● 1 July: The Allies attack the Germans on the opening day of the Battle of the 

Somme 
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● September: The British use tanks for the first time, in the Battle of the Somme 

● December: David Lloyd George becomes the British Prime Minister 
 

1917 

 
● January: The French General Nivelle launches his disastrous offensive 

● February: The Russian Revolution overthrows Tsar Nicholas II 

● November: The British launch the first massed tank attack, against the Germans, 

at the Battle of Cambrai 

● December: The British take Jerusalem from the Turks 
 
 
1918 

● March: The German Spring Offensive (The Kaiser Battle) begins; the Treaty of 

Brest-Litovsk confirms Russian withdrawal from the war 

● July: The German advance towards Paris is stopped at the River Marne 

● August: The British attack at Amiens and push the Germans back to the 

Hindenburg Line 

● September: French and American attacks on German positions take place in the 

Meuse-Argonne region 

● October: The Italians attack the Austro-Hungarians successfully at Vittorio Veneto; 

the British defeat the Turks at the Battle of Megiddo and conquer Palestine 

● November: The German Kaiser, Wilhelm II, abdicates; an armistice is agreed 

between the Germans and the Allied commander, Marshal Foch 

 

 
1919 

● January: The Paris Peace Conference opens 

● 28 June: Germany signs the Treaty of Versailles 
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Allied Powers 
 

World War I was fought between two major alliances of countries: the Allied Powers and 

the Central Powers. The Allied Powers were largely formed as a defense against the 

aggression of Germany and the Central Powers. They were also known as the Entente 

Powers because they began as an alliance between France, Britain, and Russia called 

the Triple Entente. 

Countries 
 

France - Germany declared war on France on August 3, 1914. France had been preparing 

for war after Germany and Russia went to war. The majority of the fighting along the 

Western Front took place inside of France. 

Britain - Britain entered the war when Germany invaded Belgium. They declared war on 

Germany on August 4, 1914. British troops joined French troops on the Western Front to 

stop the advance of Germany across Western Europe. 

Russia - The Russian Empire was an early entry into the war. Germany declared war on 

Russia on July 31, 1914. They expected that Russia would defend Serbia against the 

invasion of Serbia by Germany's ally Austria-Hungary. The Russian Empire also included 

Poland and Finland. After the Russian Revolution, Russia left the Allied Powers and 

signed a peace treaty with Germany on March 3, 1918. 

United States - The United States tried to remain neutral during the war. However, it 

entered the war on the side of the Allied Powers on April 6, 1917 when it declared war on 

Germany. Around 4,355,000 American troops were mobilized during the war with around 

116,000 losing their lives. 

Other Allied countries included Japan, Italy, Belgium, Brazil, Greece, Montenegro, 

Romania, and Serbia. 
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Central Powers 
 

World War I was fought between two major alliances of countries: the Allied Powers and the 
Central Powers. The Central Powers began as an alliance between Germany and Austria-
Hungary. Later the Ottoman Empire and Bulgaria became part of the Central Powers  

 

Countries 
 

Germany - Germany had the largest army and was the primary leader of the Central 

Powers. Germany's military strategy at the start of the war was called the Schlieffen Plan. 

This plan called for the quick takeover of France and Western Europe. Then Germany 

could concentrate its efforts on Eastern Europe and Russia. 

Austria-Hungary - World War I essentially began when Archduke Ferdinand was 

assassinated. Austria-Hungary blamed the assassination on Serbia and subsequently 

invaded Serbia setting off a chain of events that resulted in the war. 

Ottoman Empire - The Ottoman Empire had strong economic ties to Germany and signed 

a military alliance with Germany in 1914. The entrance into the war led to the eventual 

downfall of the Ottoman Empire and the formation of the country of Turkey in 1923. 

Bulgaria - Bulgaria was the last major country to join the war on the side of the Central 

Powers in 1915. Bulgaria claimed land held by Serbia and was eager to invade Serbia as 

part of the war. 

 
 

CONTENT 

 
World War I (WW1) also known as the First World War, was a global war centered in 

Europe that began on 28th July 1914 and lasted until 11th November 1918. The war 

lasted exactly four years, three months, and 14 days. Before World War II began in 1939, 

World War I was called the Great War, the World War, or the War to End all Wars. 135 

countries took part in World War I, and more than 15 million people died. See the fact file 

below for more information about World War I. 
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World War 1 was a military conflict lasting from 1914 to 1918 which involved nearly all the 

biggest powers of the world. It involved two opposing alliances – the Allies and the Central 

Powers. The countries of the Allies included Russia, France, British Empire, Italy, United 

States, Japan, Rumania, Serbia, Belgium, Greece, Portugal and Montenegro. The 

countries of the Central Powers included Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey and 

Bulgaria. 

World War 1 was triggered on 28 June 1914 by the assassination of the Archduke Franz 

Ferdinand of Austria and his pregnant wife Sophie. Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria 

was the nephew of Emperor Franz Josef and heir to the throne of Austria and Hungary. 

The assassination was planned by a Serbian terrorist group, called The Black Hand and 

the man who shot Franz Ferdinand and his wife was a Bosnian revolutionary named 

Gavrilo Princip. 

A primary cause of WW1 was a difference over foreign policy. Although the assassination 

of Franz Ferdinand triggered WW1, that was only the immediate cause. Differences over 

foreign policy between the major world powers was the underlying cause of the war. 

WW1 had many causes: 

 
● A tangle of alliances made between countries, to maintain a balance power in 

Europe, which brought about the scale of the conflict. 

● The Bosnian Crisis where Austria-Hungary took over the former Turkish province 

of Bosnia in 1909 angering Serbia. 

● Countries were building their military forces, arms and battleships. 

● Countries wanted to regain lost territories from previous conflicts and build 

empires. 

● The Moroccan Crisis where Germans were protesting in 1911 against the French 

possession of Morocco. 

World War I was known by several different names. Other names for World War 1 include 
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‘The War to End All Wars’, The War of the Nations, WW1 and ‘The Great War’. 

The Americans joined World War 1 after 128 Americans were killed by a German 

submarine. In 1915, the British passenger sip Lusitania was sunk by a German 

submarine. In all, 1,195 passengers, including 128 Americans, lost their lives. Americans 

were outraged and put pressure on the U.S. government to enter the war. President 

Woodrow Wilson wanted a peaceful end to the war, but in 1917, when the Germans 

announced that their submarines would sink any ship that approached Britain, Wilson 

declared that America would enter the war and restore peace to Europe. The United 

States entered the war on April 6, 1917. 

8 million soldiers died in WW1 and 21 million were injured. 65 million troops were 

mobilized during the war, 8 million troops died and 21 million troops were wounded. 

58,000 British soldiers were lost on the first day at the Battle of the Somme. Chemical 

weapons were first used in World War I. The chemical was mustard gas. 

The United States only spent seven and a half months in actual combat. The U.S. was in 

the war in actual combat for only seven and a half months during which time 116,000 

were killed and 204,000 were wounded. In the Battle of Verdun in 1916, there were over 

a million casualties in ten months. 

By 1918, German citizens were striking and demonstrating against the war. The British 

navy blocked German ports, which meant that thousands of Germans were starving and 

the economy was collapsing. Then the German navy suffered a major mutiny. After 

German Emperor Kaiser Wilhelm II abdicated on November 9th, 1918, the leaders of both 

sides met at Compiegne, France. The peace armistice was signed on November 11th. By 

the end of the war four empires — the Russian empire, the Ottoman empire, the German 

empire, and the Austro-Hungarian empire had collapsed because of the war. 

In 1919, The Treaty of Versailles officially ended the WW1. The Treaty required that 

Germany accept full responsibility for causing the war; make reparations to some Allied 
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countries; surrender some of its territory to surrounding countries; surrender its African 

colonies; and limit the size of its military. The Treaty also established the League of 

Nations to prevent future wars. The League of Nations helped Europe rebuild and fifty- 

three nations joined by 1923. But the U.S. Senate refused to let the United States join the 

League of Nations, and as a result, President Wilson, who had established the League, 

suffered a nervous collapse and spent the rest of his term as an invalid. 

Germany joined the League of Nations in 1926, but many Germans were very resentful 

of the Treaty of Versailles. Germany and Japan withdrew from the League of Nations in 

1933. Italy withdrew three years later. The League of Nations was unable to stop German, 

Italian, and Japanese from expanding their power and taking over smaller countries. 

Many believe World War I never really ended, and that World War II never would have 

happened if not for WW1. 

 

World War 1 facts: Why did it start? 
 

 
 

A hundred years might seem like a very long 

time ago, but it isn’t really. Your great-great 

grandparents were around then, and they 

would have lived through, and maybe even 

taken part in, this terrible conflict. 

 

 

Lots of history books have been written on 

World War 1 facts and why it started. But it all boils down to the fact that Europe had split 

into two large families of countries. The Allies — the British Empire, France, Belgium, 

Russia and later, the USA — were in one family. And the Central Powers of Germany, 
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Austria, Hungary, Bulgaria and Turkey were in the other. On 4 August 1914, Germany 

invaded Belgium, and so, standing by its promise to stick up for Belgium, Britain declared 

war on Germany. The world was at war… 

How long did World War 1 last? 

When the First World War began that summer, most people thought it would be over by 

Christmas. Many believed that Britain was so powerful it could win very quickly. In fact, 

the First World War lasted four terrible years, not four months. 

 
Life in the trenches in World War I 

 

 

Soldiers in the trenches would spend their days doing chores, firing at the enemy, playing 

cards and writing letters home. Incredibly, nine out of ten men survived! 

By the winter of 1915, the opposing sides had both dug long ditches called trenches which 

faced each other, in some places just 30m apart! These lines of narrow trenches stretched 

from the Belgian coast to Switzerland, and were known as the Western Front. Over five 

million British soldiers spent time living in these muddy, miserable ditches, taking it in 

turns to be on the Front Line — the trench closest to the enemy. 
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Day-to-day life there was smelly and grim. There were millions of giant rats, overflowing 

latrines (loos) and terrible lice infestations. Not to mention the dead bodies. Every so 

often, soldiers on the Front Line would be instructed to leave their trench and venture into 

dangerous No Man’s Land (the area between the sides) to try to push back the enemy. 

A new type of war 

 

These big guns were new to warfare. This war was very different from conflicts of the 

past. For the first time, powerful new weapons and vehicles were used – at sea, on land 

and in the air – resulting in many people being killed or wounded. In Britain, you could 

sometimes hear what sounded   like   thunder   coming   across   the   English Channel 

from Europe. In fact, it was the huge boom of big guns, called artillery, being fired on the 

Western Front. 75% of all men who died in World War 1 were killed by artillery. 

 

 

The largest battle of the World War 1 – the Battle of the 

Somme – is known as one of the bloodiest battles in history. 

It was fought by the French and British against the Germans 

on both sides of the River Somme in France, and lasted for 

more than five months. Over a million men were killed or 

wounded, and it was the first time that a tank was used in 

combat. 
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Animals during World War I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

This brave Airedale terrier, called Jim, was trained to spot Zeppelins approaching the 

Kent coast. 

Both on the battlefield and back at home, some incredible creatures helped to transport 

soldiers and goods – and save lives. 

Almost a million horses were involved in the war. Soldiers on horseback were known as 

the Cavalry and horses also pulled some of the gigantic guns, ambulances and supply 

wagons. Gas from horse droppings could even be used to power lamps! 

British families gave their pet dogs to the army so they could carry messages in special 

tubes on their collars (see above). Dogs were fast, difficult to shoot at, and they also 

caught rats! Pet pigeons were drafted in to carry messages over long distances, often 

carrying news from the Front Line back to Britain — Germans trained hawks to kill any 

carrier pigeons they saw. Goldfish did their bit too — after gas attacks, the gas masks 

were washed and rinsed. And if the rinsing water killed a goldfish that was placed in it, 

that meant the masks still had poison on them! 
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What was life like in Britain during World War 1? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just because you weren’t in the battle fields didn’t mean you weren’t in the danger zone. 

Back on the Home Front, Britain was under attack from all sides. 

These enormous Zeppelin airships dropped bombs on ordinary people’s homes. 

 
It was the first time in history that Britain had come under threat from the sky. Gigantic 

German airships, known as Zeppelins (below), carried out 52 bombing raids on Britain 

during the war – killing more than 500. People were terrified of them! To avoid Zeppelin 

attacks, no lights could be used after sunset and loud noises were banned, too. Large 

scale bombing raids on British cities were carried out during the day by German biplanes 

called Gothas. 

There were threats from the sea, too. Scarborough, Hartlepool and Whitby were the first 

seaside towns to be shelled by the German navy. Battlecruisers, ships with huge guns, 

launched a surprise attack on 16 December 1914 – 137 people were killed and 592 

injured that night alone. 

People from across the Britain were urged to fight. 

 
But all these attacks on ordinary people only stirred up hatred against the enemy, 
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encouraging more British men to volunteer and fight for their country against “The Beast”. 

At the start of the war there were just 350,000 men in the British army. But by 

1917, there were 3.5 million! Mind you, in 1916, conscription came in – a rule that said 

ALL healthy men aged 18 – 41 had to fight. 

Women during World War I 

 

 
 
 
Many women worked around the clock in dangerous weapons factories. 

 
Women weren’t allowed to join the army, but the war still completely changed their lives 

– in some ways, for the better! 
 

Before the war, a woman’s role was in the home. But with the men away at war, help was 

needed in the workplace – and so millions of women went to work in offices, factories, 

shops, transport and on farms. Many men were horrified by the idea of females working 

and, even worse, wearing trousers! But the women proved that they could do the work 

of men, and do it just as well. Without the women of Britain growing food and making 

weapons, the war could not have been won. 
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The Women’s Land Army was made up of 40,000 women. They grew the food that kept 

people alive! 

When the war was over and the soldiers came home, women were made to leave their 

new jobs and go back into the home. But not all of them wanted to do that anymore! Their 

experiences during the war eventually led to women getting more freedoms and rights – 

including the right to vote! 

 

Children during World War I 

 

 

Boy scouts played ‘All-Clear’ signals on bugles following air raids. 
 

Did you know that Boy Scouts and Girl Guides had a vital role on the Home Front? Girl 

Guides would make basic medical equipment for wounded soldiers, like bandages, 
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swabs and slings. They also worked growing vegetables and delivering milk. Boy 

Scouts collected eggs for injured troops, protected roads and   railway lines, and 

delivered messages. 

Children were even paid to collect conkers which could be turned into explosives! They 

also wrote letters to soldiers and helped to knit socks and scarves for the troops in the 

winter months. Some boys lied about their age and went off to fight. The youngest of 

these, Sidney Lewis, was just 12 years old when he joined the army. He was sent home 

at the age of 13 after fighting in the Battle of the Somme, one of the war’s bloodiest 

battles. 

Children were also used to carry messages for MI5, the British 

Secret Service. The Boy Scouts, who were MI5’s first choice for 

this work, apparently found it hard to keep sensitive secrets, so 

Britain’s agents turned to the Girl Guides, instead! 

Believe it or not, Winnie The Pooh has his roots in World War I 

Britain. At the time, a young bear cub called Winnie was one of 

the most popular attractions at London Zoo. He was a mascot belonging to the Canadian Army, who 

had been left there for safekeeping. The bear was seen by author A. A. Milne‘s son Christopher 

Robin, who renamed his own toy bear Winnie – and it became the inspiration for his dad’s book, 

Winnie The Pooh! 

 

 
Armistice Day 
 

On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month in 1918, World War 1 officially ended 

when an agreement (known as an armistice) was signed by Germany and the Allies. 

This date is known as Armistice Day, and is still 

commemorated   each   year    when    people wear 

paper poppies to remember those who fought and 
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died in conflicts around the world – the pretty red 

flowers were the only things that grew on the 

bloody battlefields of Western Europe. 

Sadly, by the time World War 1 was over, more than 18 million people had been killed 

worldwide. It was hoped it would be the war to end all wars. But this wasn’t to be the case. 

Just 21 years later, World War 2 broke out. 

Propaganda 
 

One of the most common uses of 

propaganda posters was to persuade 

men to join the army, such as the famous 

poster of Lord Kitchener. 

The government used posters to try to 

bring together people from different jobs 

and backgrounds to help fight the war. 

The theme of people from every walk of 

life joining together to beat the enemy was very popular and made people feel patriotic. 

By the end of 1914, over one million people had volunteered to join the army. 

Dramatic depictions of events such as the sinking of the Lusitania (where 1,000 civilians 

died after a passenger ship was attacked by a German submarine in 1915) were used to 

motivate people to join the army. 

Recruitment posters weren’t just aimed at men – the government used them to recruit 

women to help with the war effort too. 
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Posters weren’t just used to recruit people into joining the armed forces: before rationing 

was introduced, posters encouraged people to cut down on resources that were 

becoming harder to come by – like bread! 

Posters encouraged people to collect hens’ eggs  

to  tfeed wounded soldiers. 

Both girls and boys helped with this job. Many 

homes kept chickens during the Many homes kept 

chickens during the war if they had space outside. 

A film from the Ministry of Information asked 

people to save the bones from their meat. The film 

said bones could be used to help make munitions  

and  girls helped with the collection. 

The Government needed to recruit lots of soldiers  

and  wanted people to work together. So what the 

public thought about the war really mattered. 
 

They tried hard to persuade people to think in a certain way. This is called propaganda. 

 
Posters were printed that made the army look exciting. Other posters told men it was their 

duty to join and they would feel proud if they did.
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Some posters even tried to make them feel guilty, saying their children would be 

embarrassed if their father had done nothing in the war! 

Stories about bad things the Germans had done were also 

encouraged. The Government knew people would be angry 

and even frightened. 

Everyone would want Britain to win the war and make the 

Germans pay for the dreadful things they were supposed to 

have done. 

During World War One, propaganda was employed on a 

global scale. 

 
 

 
in mortal combat. 

Unlike previous wars, this was the first total war in which 

whole nations and not just professional armies were locked 

 

This and subsequent modern wars required propaganda to mobilize hatred against the 

enemy; to convince the population of the justness of the cause; to enlist the active support 

and cooperation of neutral countries, and to strengthen the support of allies. 
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Activities 

 

 

1) Complete the map according to the lesson showing the blocks during the war. 
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2) Causes of the war 
 

1) What three European countries signed an alliance called the Triple Entente? 

▪ Germany, Russia, Italy 

▪ Italy, Austria, Poland 

▪ France, Britain, Russia 

▪ France, Spain, Netherlands 

▪ Austria, Germany, Italy 

2) What is it called when a country expands its influence and power into a large empire? 

▪ Despotism 

▪ Communism 

▪ Socialism 

▪ Imperialism 

▪ Absolutism 

3) Which two countries had become wealthy through creating vast worldwide empires? 

▪ Britain and France 

▪ Germany and France 

▪ Russia and Britain 

▪ Russia and Germany 

▪ Germany and Britain 

4) What single event triggered the start of World War I? 

▪ The bombing of Pearl Harbor 

▪ The assassination of Archduke Ferdinand 

▪ Germany invaded Poland 

▪ The alliance formed between Germany and Austria 

▪ The death of the Tsar of Russia 

5) Who was Archduke Ferdinand? 

▪ The leader of Germany's armed forces 

▪ The future Tsar of Russia 

▪ The heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary 

▪ The British ambassador to Germany 

▪ The leader of the French government 

6) What country declared war on Serbia at the very start of World War I? 
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▪ Germany 

▪ Russia 

▪ Italy 

▪ France 

▪ Austria-Hungary 

7) Why do some historians believe that Germany wanted to start World War I? 

▪ Germany felt that the war was going to happen 

▪ Germany felt surrounded by enemies 

▪ Germany felt that the sooner the war began, the better chance they had 

▪ All of the above 

▪ None of the above 

8) Which side was the United States on at the start of the war? 

▪ Germany and Austria 

▪ Britain and France 

▪ The United States was neutral at the start of the war 

▪ All of the above 
 

 
9) Which of the following was a cause that contributed to the start of World War I? 

▪ Imperialism 

▪ Secret Alliances 

▪ Politics 

▪ National pride 

▪ All of the above 

10) World War I was mostly fought between the countries of what continent? 

▪ Africa 

▪ Asia 

▪ Europe 

▪ North America 

▪ South America 
 
 

3) Propaganda in 1916 - Explore what life was like as a child in 1916! 

Create a poster that could be used in the war. Explain the aim and include information 

about it. 
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4) Explain the role of children and women during the war. 

5) Make a timeline full of intresting facts including all the items 

listed in the written timeline. You can add pictures, drawings, etc. 
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The
Witches

by Roald Dahl
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Where do they live? 

What do they look like? 

What are they like? 

What do they wear? (clothes and accesories) 

Do they have any pets? 

What special feelings characterize them? 

Chapter One:  A NOTE ABOUT WITCHES

1)  What do you know about witches in regular fairy tales?

2) THE WITCHES is not a regular fairy tale!  Write at least three differences you   
can find between witches in fairy tales and THE REAL WITCHES described in your book:

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter Two:  MY GRANDMOTHER

1)  Cross our the words which DO NOT describe what Grandma is like:

evil                            young                        kind                       slim                  a liar
a cigar smoker                  affectionate                       rude          trustful                        tender

pessimistic                 medium-built                bilingual                       a wrinkled lady
a story-teller                           sporty                                 adorable                           a coward

2) Now write antonyms of the words you have just crossed out in exercise 1.  
write sentences as in the example:

Grandma isn´t evil, she is a very good person.  
She ________________________________________

___________________________________________
___________________________________________

___________________________________________
___________________________________________

___________________________________________
___________________________________________

___________________________________________
___________________________________________

___________________________________________
___________________________________________

3) Answer these questions about the boy and his early life.

a.  Where were his parents from?  Why did they decide to live in England?
___________________________________________________________________________________________

b.  How often did he visit his grandma?  Why?

___________________________________________________________________________________________

c.  What happened after his parents died in the accident?
___________________________________________________________________________________________

2
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Name Age Where were
they?

What were
they doing?

What happened
to them?

Ranghild

X She was in the
street

X X X She turned
into a large
white chiken

X X X

Leif

4)   Complete this chart about the missing children:

5) ROLE-PLAY!

Imagine the dialogue between Ranghild and the witch.  How did the evil “woman” convince 
the kid to go away with her?  Work in groups.  Write their conversation, including 
Ranghild´s little sister and mother.  Then role-play it!

3
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Chapter three: HOW TO RECOGNIZE A WITCH

1) How can we spot a witch? 

Upper part of the body Lower part of the body

……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………

…………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………

…………………………………………………….

2) Answer the questions below

a. How do children smell for witches? …………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………….

b. What’s Grandma’s recommendations as regards baths? …………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………..

c. What’s special about Grandma’s hand? ………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………..

4
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Chapter four : THE GRAND HIGH WITCH

1) Match the two halves to complete the sentences:

1. A man carrying a brief-case a. to go back to London

2. Grandma is asked b. can make grown-ups eat their own
children.

3. On their trip to England, Grandma c. according to the country where they live.

4. Witches are completely different d. delivered a will to grandma.

5. Witches also e. got to her favourite subject: witches.

2) Complete the text using one of the words in the box below:

LECTURE – SWAPPING – MEETING – SOCIETY – YEAR – COMMUNICATE –
FRIENDS – COUNTRY – ENGLAND - DETESTABLE

Witches really are a _________breed. They have a secret ________in every country but
they only know each other in their own _____________. They cannot ___________with any
foreign witches . But, for example, witches in ___________are all ____________, speaking
on the phone, and __________recipes. Once a ________, they have a secret ___________ to
get a _________from the ‘Grand High Witch of All The World’.

3) True or False?  Justify your answers with information from the story:

a. The boy is very enthusiastic about going back to England. 

____________________________________________________________________

b. The boy doesn’t know why his grandmother hasn’t got a thumb.

____________________________________________________________________

c. Witches love turning children into animals.

____________________________________________________________________

d. Witches usually work as teachers.

____________________________________________________________________

5
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3) Look at the pictures and write a short paragraph describing the scene and giving as many
details as possible:

………………………………………………

………………………………………………

………………………………………………

………………………………………………

………………………………………………

………………………………………………

………………………………………………

………………………………………………

………………………………………………

………………………………………

………………………………………

………………………………………

………………………………………

………………………………………

………………………………………

………………………………………

………………………………………

………………………………………

………………………………………

………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

6
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4)  VOCABULARY
Read the following text and replace the underlined words with a suitable synonym:

Witches are actually (___________) a detestable breed. They dress up (__________) 

themselves as adorable (__________) ladies, when secretely, they want to squish and 

squelch all the wretched children they hate (________). Fortunately (____________), one boy

and his grandmother know how to spot (_________)these evil creatures – but can they get

rid of them for ever (________)? 

5)  Answer the following questions:

a. Who was the man in a black suit and why did he visit Grandma?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

….…...

b. Why did they decide to go to England?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……….

c. What were their favourite conversations about? Why?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

…………

d. How does Grandma describe the Grand High Witch?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………

e. Why is it said that the witches have so much money?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……….

f. What happened to the boy when he was up the tree house?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………

7
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CHAPTER  FIVE:  SUMMER HOLIDAYS

1. Unscramble the following questions and answer them:

• the / coast / like / south / was / what / ? ………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

• like / what / Spring / Mrs / was / ? ……………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

• what / the / Magnificent / like / Hotel / was / ? ……………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

• was / what / Mr / like / Stringer / ? ………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

• the / floor / was / like / what / ground/ ? ……………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

2. Look at the following picture and write a conversation between the boy and Grandma.
Include some lines for the nurse.

……………………………………………………………….……………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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3. Answer the questions below:

a. What did the doctor recommend Grandma to do?

………………………………………………………………………………………………

b. Why was Mrs Spring important this moment?

………………………………………………………………………………………………

c. Where did they book a hotel room?

………………………………………………………………………………………………

d. Describe Grandma’s consolation prize.

…………………………………………………………………………………………..…

e, What did he do with the mice?

………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Write a brief summary about the following picture. Give as many details as possible:

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

What was the boy thinking and feeling?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

IDEAS
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Chapter Six:  THE MEETING

1. Before reading the chapter, look at this picture. It was taken during “The Meeting.”
Can you notice anything suspicious about these women? Write three reasons:

• ………………………………………...……

……………………………………………...

………………………………………………   

• ………………………………………...……

……………………………………………...

………………………………………………   

• ………………………………………...……

……………………………………………...

………………………………………………   

2. SYNONYM RACE!
Reread “The Meeting” and find one synonym for each of these words:

Darling:
Lovely:

Observed:
Get ready:

Supposed:
Very small:

Amazed:
Crazy:

Not attractive:
Shocking:

Became:
Stay quite:

Went uncouscious:
Complete:

Think:
Total:

3. What conclusion did the boy come to? Do you agree with him?

………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………..
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Chapter Seven:  FRIZZLED LIKE A FRITTER

1. The Grand High Witch speaks weird! Can you get her? Write her words in correct English:

“You may rrree-moof your vigs!”

“Vitches of Inkland!”

“Vee do not wont these children”

“Von child a veek is not good to me”

“Miserrrable vitches”

2. One of the witches said “All of them! We can´t possibly wipe out all of them!!
Explain why that was a terrible mistake.

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

CONTEST!
Try and do the 

Grand High Witch!
Start practising!
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Chapter eight: Formula 86 Delayed Action Mouse-Taker

1.  Read the following lines said by the Grand High Witch and matchethem to the correct English version:

+ Vee vil vipe them all avay!

+ They are vurse than dogs!

+ Vee vil flush them down the 
drain!

+ Children are semlling of dogs’ 
drrrroppings! 

The grand High Witch’ Correct English

•Children are smelling of 
dogs’ droppings!

•They are worse than dogs!

•We will wipe them all away!

•We will wipe them all away!

2. Complete  the following text using the words in the box:

The Grand High Witch was standing in
front of the ______________ talking
about how kids should be scrubbed off
the _________, when she started speaking
about a ____________! Every ______ would
buy a _____________to make children buy
things.
Suddenly, one of the witches got so
___________that she decided to
_______the kids with ________chocolate
and sweets.

The room ________ silent when the Grand
High Witch

plan - audience -
witch - sweet shop

-Earth   - became   - feed   -

Excited    - poisoned  

3. Are the sentences True or False? Justify your answers and correct the false ones.

a) The Grand High Witch was really pleased with the idea of feeding the kids with poisoned sweets. ______

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

b) The sweets would be filled with a magic formula created by the Grand High Witch herself. ______

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

c) The formula would start to work any moment of the day. _____________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

d) Twenty six minutes after drinking the potion, the child is not longer a child. __________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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4. VOCABULARY:  Scan the text and find words related to ‘mouse’: 

5. Role-play:

Imagine a conversation between the Grand High Witch and one of the witches from the audience. The
witch says something dull and the Grand High Witch reacts in a nasty way. Write the dialogue between
both witches. 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter nine: The Recipe

1. Read the paragraph and correct the mistakes in it:

The Grand High Witch has a majestic plan to get rid of children. First, English witches have to
leave their jobs. Then, she will give each of them money to buy the best toy- shops in each
neighbourhood of England and organise a Great Gala Opening. During thei Opening, the
witches have to give children free sweet s and lollipops. But those sweets and chocolates are 
poisoned! They contain FORMULA 86 DELAYED MOUSE_MAKER!  After each child eats
the chocolate nothing happens immediately. The children go home feeling fine and they go to
bed feeling p0refectly well the following morning. But when htey arrive at the bus stop, the
Formula starts working. Children start to shrink and grow hair and withing twenty minutes, 
each child becomes a mouse! But that us not the end of it. When teachers see their
classrooms full of mice, they run to get mouse-traps. They put some bread in the mouse-traps. 
And then Snappety-snap! There are mouse-heads rolling across all school-floors in England!

2. Choose three quotes from the text and find other words to express the same meaning:

E.g. Attention now!  Concentrate!

1. ‘__________________________________’
2. ‘__________________________________’
3. ‘__________________________________’

a. ‘______________________________________’
b. ‘______________________________________’
c. ‘______________________________________’ 

3. What things would the witches like to do to the children if they see them:

4. Look at the pictures. Explain each one baring in mind the different steps of the recipe:

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

______________
______________
______________
______________
______________

______________
______________
______________
______________
______________

___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________ 14
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_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

________________
________________
________________
________________
________________

____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________

___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________

5. Complete the correct answer:

• The Grand High Witch’s advise about the recipe was …………………………………………………….

• Witches will have to set their alarm clocks to go off at …………………………………………………...

• …………………………………………………were recognised immediately by the boy. 

15
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Chapter ten: Bruno Jenkind Disappears
1. Read the information about Bruno Jenkins and complete the file below. Then draw his face:

MISSING PERSON

Name: Bruno Jenkins
Age: ________________
Height: ______________
Weight: ______________
Hair: ________________
Eyes: ________________
Last seen: ______________________________________
_________________________________________________
Wearing: ________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
Distinguishing Marks/Habits:____________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

2. Answer the following questions: 

a) What was Bruno doing when the boy saw him? _______________________________________________
b) What happened to his magnifying glass? _____________________________________________________
c) After eating the chocolate, what happened to Bruno Jenkins? ______________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Chapter eleven: The Ancient Ones.
1. Look for other words to say the same thing: 

• ‘It comes to me, said the Grand High Witch, ‘that you ancient vuns vill not be able to climb
high trrrrees in search of grrrrruntles’ eggs.’ _________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

• You ancient vuns have served me vell over many years” said the Grand High Witch.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Match the adjectives with the correct character: 

• Grand High Witch
• Audience of witches
• Trees 
• Delayed Action Mouse-Maker
• Bottle
• Manager
• Tables
• Tall witch’s nose-holes
• Dogs’ droppings

o small and tiny.
o ridiculous.
o dangerous eyes.
o ancient.
o strong and foul.
o long.
o limited quantity.
o good, kind, generous and thoughtful.
o huge curvy.
o high.
o old and feeble.

3. Write the sequence of events in Chapter 11:

 Event 1: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Event 2: ____________________________________________________________________________________

 Event 3: ___________________________________________________________________________________

 Event 4: ___________________________________________________________________________________

4. What would you do if you were the boy hiding in the middle of the witches’ audiences:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Draw the boy’s face when he listens that the witches are looking for him:

17
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Chapter thirteen: Bruno

1. What are the advantages and disadvantages of being a mouse?

ADVANTAGES DISADVANTAGES

2. Look at the boy’s changes. He used to be a boy and now he is a mouse.
What are the differences and similarities? If possible, use comparatives.

Differences
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
Similarities
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

3. Answer the questions below.

-

- What does Bruno feel about being a mouse?

_____________________________________________________________

- How is the boy going to solve this problem?

______________________________________________________________

- Where are Bruno and the boy going to go first? Why?
______________________________________________________________

18
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4. Imagine how the conversation between the grandmamma and the boy would be.
Take into consideration that the boy is now in a mouse’s body. Would she realize it right away?
Would it be hard for the boy to demonstrate that he is her grandson?

Grandmamma:_________________________________________________________

Boy:__________________________________________________________________

Grandmamma:_________________________________________________________

Boy:__________________________________________________________________

Grandmamma:_________________________________________________________

Boy:__________________________________________________________________

Grandmamma:_________________________________________________________

Boy:__________________________________________________________________
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Chapter fifteen: The Mouse-Burglar

1. Put these events in order. This is how the mouse found the little bottle!

_____ The mouse (the boy) jumped out of the sock and ran into The Grand High                                  
Witch’s bedroom.

_____ The mouse (the boy) started skittering round and trying to search the room. 

_____ The grandmother put the mouse (the boy) in the sock and started lowering 
him over the balcony.

_____ The mouse (the boy) jumped on to the bed to get better view of the room.

_____ The mouse (the boy) found a little bottle!

_____ The mouse (the boy) saw a frog jumping across the carpet and disappearing 
under the bed.

_____ The mouse (the boy) lowered himself over the edge of the bed and wormed 
his way underneath the mattress. 

2. Please complete 

Frogs can______________________________________________________

Frogs cannot __________________________________________________

Mice can _____________________________________________________

Mice cannot __________________________________________________
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4. Complete the sentences with the synonym of the adjective used in the book.

“I’m only a ____________ mouse”.

“There was the same ___________ smell”.

“No witch would be ____________ enough to leave anything suspicious.”

“My head suddenly bumped againts something ___________ inside the mattress above me.”

“I examined the  ____________ bottle.”

“Those __________ eyes were the saddest thing.”

“She is the most _________ woman in the _________ world.”

3. The Grand High Witch came into her bedroom when the mouse was still there. What would  you 
do if you were the mouse? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
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Unit 1: The Theatre

A theater is a place where people go to see plays and other
performances. The word theater can also refer to everything
involved in producing a live staged performance. The most
common form of theater is a drama, or play. A drama is a story
that is acted out for an audience. Other kinds of theatrical
productions may feature elements other than a story. They include
musicals, puppet shows, circuses, operas, and ballets and other
dance performances.

Inside the Theater

The main part of a theater is the stage. The most common kind is
called a proscenium stage. On that type of stage the action takes
place under a large arch. The audience views the production from
the front of the stage, as though looking through a wall of a room.
Some theaters have a thrust stage, which extends partly into the
seating area. The audience sits on three sides of the extended
section of a thrust stage. In an arena stage the audience
surrounds the stage. An arena stage is also called
theater-in-the-round.

Other important parts of the theater include the backstage area
and the dressing rooms. There is also a booth where technicians
control the lighting and sound.

People in Theater
Many people work together to create theater. In a play actors have
the most visible roles. The main people behind the scenes are the
producer and the director. As the play’s main businessperson, a
producer obtains and manages all the money. The director
decides how the play will be brought to life. This involves
overseeing the actors and the behind-the-scenes crew. The
director also runs rehearsals, or practices. A playwright writes the
script, which contains the words the actors say.

The stage manager oversees all behind-the-scenes activity during
the production. The set designer creates backdrops and furniture.
The property master manages the small items, or props, used
onstage. Lighting experts focus light on the stage to concentrate
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on certain activity and to set a mood. The makeup artist and
costume designer help the actors look their parts.

Other types of theatrical productions may involve other people
with special talents. For example, in puppet theater various people
design, make, and operate the puppets. In productions featuring
dance a person called a choreographer may make up all the
dance steps and movements. Musicians and composers may be a
key part of productions that use music.

History

Early Theater
In ancient Greece plays were performed as part of special festivals.
The audience sat on seats carved into the side of a hill
overlooking the stage. Some ancient Greek theaters could seat as
many as 20,000 people.

In Europe during the Middle Ages (ad 500–1500) plays were often
related to Christianity. At first they were performed in churches.
Later they were performed outdoors—on the church steps, on
decorated platforms, or sometimes even in wagons.

In the 1300s a type of theater called Noh was developed in Japan.
Noh plays combine words, music, and dance to portray legends.
Men or boys play all the parts, including the female characters.
The actors do not act out scenes. Instead they use their
movements and appearance as symbols to suggest the story. A
Noh play takes place on a thrust stage. The stage has four pillars
topped by a curving temple roof.

The Renaissance (1300s to 1500s) was a period of great artistic
creation in Europe. The large theaters built then set the pattern
for today’s theaters. Grand spectacles staged in these theaters
were usually for the upper classes. The common people went to
see groups of traveling actors perform comic entertainment
outdoors.

In the late 1500s many theaters opened in London, England. The
most famous was the Globe Theater, where William Shakespeare
staged many of his plays. The Globe had a thrust stage that
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extended halfway into an open courtyard. The common people
stood in the courtyard. Wealthier members of the audience sat in
seats. During Shakespeare’s time women did not perform in plays.
The female characters were played by men or boys who dressed as
women.

Modern Theater
In Japan in the 1600s a new form of drama called Kabuki appeared.
It focused on singing, dancing, and mime (movement without
words). Actors in a Kabuki play wear striking costumes and
makeup. They use elaborate gestures to show strong emotions.
Kabuki is performed on a thrust stage. A narrow, raised platform
extends through the audience from the stage to the back of the
theater. The actors use the platform for dancing and for important
entrances and exits. A female dancer developed Kabuki. But after
the 1650s only men acted in the plays.

Kabuki is related to a form of Japanese puppet theater called
Bunraku. In Bunraku the performers move around large dolls to
act out a drama. One of the performers chants the words of the
story. Puppet theater also has a long tradition in many other
countries, including Indonesia, Turkey, India, and China. In Europe
puppet shows presented favorite characters in entertaining
stories.

In Europe during the 1600s many theaters began to use the
proscenium, or arch, stage. This is the type of stage seen in many
modern theaters.

Several actors in Europe and North America in the 1700s and 1800s
developed new ideas about acting. Before then actors often read
their parts as if they were making a speech. The English actor
David Garrick developed a more natural acting style. He delivered
his lines in the spirit of the character he was playing.

In the 1800s New York City became the theatrical center of the
United States, as London was in England. In the 1900s people
began performing theater in a greater variety of places. More
cities and towns around the world built new theaters.
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Unit 2: Fiction

Definition

★ Fiction refers to any type of literature that's created from the
imagination and typically has a narrative. It describes
imaginary events and people. Usually, this comes in the form
of books and stories.

★ Fiction is any creative work, chiefly any narrative work,
portraying individuals, events, or places that are imaginary,
or in ways that are imaginary.

The word 'fiction' comes from the Latin word 'fictus', which means
'to form' - fiction is stories that are 'formed' and created by a writer.

Fictional pieces are inconsistent with history, fact, or plausibility. In
a narrow sense, "fiction" refers to written narratives, such as novels
and short stories. More broadly, however, fiction encompasses
imaginary narratives expressed in any medium, including not just
writings but also live theatrical performances, films, television
programs, radio dramas, comics, role-playing games, and video
games.

There are many types of genres within fiction including mysteries,
science fiction, romance, fantasy, and crime thrillers.

The fictionality of a work is publicly marketed, so the audience
expects the work to deviate from the real world rather than
presenting characters who are actual people. Because fiction is
understood to not fully adhere to the real world, the themes and
context of a work are open to interpretation.

Fiction is the opposite of non-fiction. It can be based on facts or
real events, but the majority of the content has been curated by
the writer using their own imagination. Creators of non-fiction
works assume responsibility for presenting only information (and
sometimes opinion) based in historical and factual reality.
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History

Storytelling has existed in all human cultures, and each culture
incorporates di�erent elements of truth and fiction into
storytelling. Early fiction was closely associated with history and
myth. Greek poets developed fictional stories that were told first
through oral storytelling and then in writing. Prose fiction was
developed in Ancient Greece, influenced by the storytelling
traditions of Asia and Egypt. Distinctly fictional work was not
recognized as separate from historical or mythological stories
until the imperial period.

As fiction writing developed in Ancient Greece, characters and
scenarios were emphasized to better connect with the audience,
including elements such as romance, piracy, and religious
ceremonies. Heroic romance was developed in medieval Europe,
incorporating elements associated with fantasy, including
supernatural elements.

The structure of the modern novel was developed by Miguel de
Cervantes with Don Quixote in the early-17th century. The novel
became a primary medium of fiction in the 18th and 19th centuries.
Realism developed as a literary style at this time. New forms of
mass media developed in the late-19th and early-20th centuries,
including popular-fiction magazines and early film. Interactive
fiction was developed in the late-20th century through video
games.

Formats

Traditionally, fiction includes novels, short stories, fables, legends,
myths, fairy tales, epic and narrative poetry, plays (including
operas, musicals, dramas, puppet plays, and various kinds of
theatrical dances). However, fiction may also encompass comic
books, and many animated cartoons, stop motions, anime, manga,
films, video games, radio programs and television programs.
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Unit 3: Improvisation

Definition

★ Improvisation is the activity of making or doing something
not planned beforehand, using whatever can be found. It is
about making up things o� the top of your head (you
improvise what you are saying!).

★ Improvisation in the performing arts is a very spontaneous
performance without specific or scripted preparation. In
improv, you perform without previously rehearsing the
specifics of a scene or game.

Improvisation can be thought of as an "on the spot" spontaneous
moment of sudden inventiveness that can just come to mind, body
and spirit as an inspiration. For some gifted performers, no
preparation or training is needed.

Improvisation in any art form can occur more often if it is
practiced as a way of encouraging creative behavior. That practice
includes learning to use one's intuition, as well as learning
technical skills within the domain in which one is improvising. This
can be when an individual or group is acting, dancing, singing,
playing musical instruments, talking, creating artworks,
problem-solving, or reacting in the moment and in response to the
stimulus of one's immediate environment and inner feelings. This
can result in the invention of new thought patterns, new practices,
new structures or symbols, and/or new ways to act.

Music
Musical improvisation is usually defined as the spontaneous
performance of music without previous preparation or any written
notes. In other words, the art of improvisation can be understood
as composing music "on the fly".
Improvisation can take place as a solo performance, or with other
players. When done well, it often elicits gratifying emotional
responses from the audience. Notable improvisational musicians
include Johann Sebastian Bach, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, and
Ludwig van Beethoven.
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Improvised freestyle rap is commonly practiced as a part of
rappers' creative processes, as a "finished product" for release on
recordings (when the improvisation is judged good enough), as a
spiritual event, as a means of verbal combat in battle rap, and,
simply, for fun.
As mentioned above, studies have suggested that improvisation
allows a musician to relax the control filters in their mind during
this exercise.

Theatre
Improvisation, in theatre, is the playing of dramatic scenes without
written dialogue and with minimal or no predetermined dramatic
activity.

Dance
Improvisation is used as a choreographic tool in dance
composition. Experimenting with the concepts of shape, space,
time, and energy while moving without inhibition or cognitive
thinking can create unique and innovative movement designs,
spatial configuration, dynamics, and unpredictable rhythms.
Improvisation without inhibition allows the choreographer to
connect to their deepest creative self, which in turn clears the way
for pure invention.
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Unit 4: Dramatic Text

A dramatic text is a literary composition, designed to be
represented on stage. It is part of a communicative process, since
it is designed to be read and represented. This type of text is
called dramatic because its content is designed to represent the
typical drama of lyrical or literary narratives.

A drama is a type of story acted out before an audience, often in a
theater. Dramas are commonly called plays. Other forms of
literature, such as novels and short stories, are meant to be read
by individuals. But through staged productions dramas are shared
with many people at once.

Elements of drama
A person called a playwright, or a dramatist, writes the play’s text.
The major elements of a play, or drama, include the characters
and the plot. The characters, or the people in the story, often
come into conflict with each other over something. For example,
they may desire the same throne, princess, or treasure. The plot is
what happens during the play and how the conflicts are settled.

In a play the characters use their words and movements to tell the
story. Often the characters talk to each other. The words of their
conversations are known as dialogue. Sometimes, however, a
character will make a speech while alone onstage or with the other
characters silent. This creates the illusion that the audience can
hear the character’s thoughts.

A playwright might write dialogue that sounds natural, or how
people of a particular time and place actually talk. Or the
dialogue may be very formal. For instance, sometimes the
characters’ words are written in poetry. In some dramas the
characters may sing or chant their words.

The playwright also writes short instructions, called stage
directions, in the text. Some stage directions tell the actors what to
do, such as when and where to enter the stage. Other directions
may describe what a character looks like. They may also indicate
the time and place of the action. The play’s designers use these
descriptions to create the scenery, costumes, and lighting.
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Dramatic Traditions

Di�erent dramatic traditions developed in Asia and the West
(Europe and North America). In the dramas of many cultures in
Asia, dance, gestures, and music are often as important as the
words. Asian dramas often use familiar stories as a base. They also
tend to have a formal style. The actors may follow a set of rules
about the facial expressions and body movements they use to tell
the story.

On the other hand, Western dramas tend to focus on telling a new
story through dialogue. Traditionally, Western dramas have been
divided into two broad types: tragedies and comedies. Tragedies
are serious stories about heroic individuals. They have a sad
ending. Comedies are less serious and have a happy ending.
Modern comedies are often funny. Today many Western dramas
mix elements of tragedy and comedy.

History
Early Forms
Scholars believe that drama dates back to the time of the earliest
peoples. Drama probably began as part of religious festivals and
ceremonies. These took place in many cultures, including those of
ancient Egypt, India, and China.

Western drama has its roots in ancient Greece. The great age of
Greek drama was the 400s bce. Greek drama was written in poetry.
A few actors portrayed all the play’s characters. Greek playwrights
also wrote parts for a group called the chorus. The chorus stood
o� to the side and described and explained the action. Greek
tragedies told about important people and events from legends or
history. The comedies from this period often made fun of the day’s
political figures.

During the Middle Ages (500–1500 ce) in Europe most drama was
based in Christianity. Some plays of the period told stories from
the Bible. Others dramatized the lives of Christian saints or
presented a moral lesson.
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In the 1300s in Japan a new form of drama, called Noh, developed.
A Noh drama presents classic Japanese legends using movement,
music, and words. About 230 of the classical Noh stories are still
performed today. A man named Zeami wrote 90 of them. He is
considered the greatest Noh playwright.

The 1500s and 1600s were a great period for drama in England and
Spain. Playwrights wrote in a wide range of styles. The greatest
playwright of this period was William Shakespeare of England. He
wrote complex, action-filled plays with realistic characters.

In the 1600s Jean Racine and other French dramatists wrote plays
set in ancient Greece. Their plays featured grand themes and
poetic language. The French playwright Molière wrote a di�erent
type of play. His comedies poked fun at the fashions and faults of
French society of the time.

In the 1700s in Japan a type of puppet theater called Bunraku
reached its artistic height. A man named Chikamatsu Monzaemon
wrote Bunraku plays that were admired as both literature and
entertainment. He wrote historical romances as well as tragedies
about ordinary people of his time.

Modern Drama
In the 1800s and early 1900s many Western plays focused on
ordinary people rather than kings, warriors, or legendary heroes.
These plays explored the characters’ inner struggles. Many plays
also dealt with social problems, such as corruption and greed in
society. Henrik Ibsen of Norway and Anton Chekhov of Russia
wrote plays in this realistic style. In England George Bernard Shaw
used humor to attack society’s problems. Eugene O’Neill of the
United States used some of the themes of ancient tragedies. But
he placed them in more modern times among everyday
characters.

After World War II ended in 1945 many people felt discouraged
about the state of the world. Some European playwrights wrote
plots and dialogue that made little sense. This was meant to show
that life is ridiculous. Their plays came to be known as Theater of
the Absurd.
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Other playwrights continued to explore familiar topics. In the
United States Arthur Miller wrote dramas that focused on the
inner lives and family conflicts of strong characters. Similar
themes appeared in the plays of Tennessee Williams. Williams
often set his plays in the southern United States.

In the late 20th and early 21st centuries playwrights of many
di�erent backgrounds began to produce notable dramas. Starting
in the 1960s several African American dramatists, such as August
Wilson, became successful. Social problems and the conflicts of
ordinary people continued to provide material for playwrights. But
many playwrights also experimented with bold, fresh ways of
telling their stories.
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Unit 5: Elements of a play

The six elements of a play1

PLOT
The plot is the arrangement of events or incidents on the stage.
The plot is composed of “clearly defined problems for characters
to solve.”
The Plot is di�erent from Story, which is a chronological detailing
of events that happened on and o� stage. Events happening o�
stage are introduced through exposition (narrative dialogue). The
playwright must create a plot that is both credible and
astonishing.

The dramatic structure is how the plot or story of a play is laid out,
including a beginning, a middle and an end. Plays may also
include subplots, which are smaller stories that allow the audience
to follow the journey of di�erent characters and events within the
plot. Plays also feature an element of conflict, which does not
necessarily mean a fight or argument but instead an obstacle that
needs to be overcome.

A typical dramatic structure is linear, with events occurring
chronologically. This might include:

- exposition - introduces background events and characters
- rising action - a series of events that create suspense in the

narrative
- climax - the part of the story where the suspense reaches its

highest part
- falling action - the main conflict starts to resolve
- resolution - the conclusion of the story where questions are

answered and loose ends are tied up

Structures can also be non-linear, with the action of the play
moving forwards and back in time. This is done through the use of
flashbacks and flashforwards, to help make the play more exciting
or to highlight points through contrast and juxtaposition.

1 Source: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z6vwcqt/video
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Alternatively, plays may follow a cyclical structure, with the play
ending at the same time as it began. This can be exciting for the
audience as they try to work out how the character ended up in
the position they see at the start of the play.

Traditionally, plays use acts and scenes to help define particular
moments in time, and a new scene will show the audience that the
action is taking place in a di�erent location.

SETTING
This is the social, cultural and historical context.
When exploring or performing a play, it is important that its
context is understood, including when and where the play was
written and when and where it is set. Context is usually divided into
three categories:

Social - the way people lived and what they believed when the play
was written and set
Cultural - the arts and popular interests associated with a
particular time and place
Historical - what was happening in the world when the play was
written and set

When rehearsing or studying a play, the context will inform a
range of artistic decisions. For example, the historical context of a
play will influence design decisions. A play that is set in the
Georgian era will use costumes and set associated with that
period in history.

A group of eight men and women stand around a central two
characters in a ballroom, all dressed in green Georgian costumes.
The Way of the World, Shakespeare Theatre Company
The social context may impact character relationships and how
actors use their performance skills to interpret their characters.

Sometimes, directors choose to move away from a play’s original
context and set it in a di�erent period in time or a di�erent part of
the world. For example, a play may have been written hundreds of
years ago but may contain themes or issues that are still
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prominent today, and staging the play in a di�erent context can
highlight the relevance of the play to a modern audience.

CHARACTER
Characters are the people (sometimes animals or ideas) portrayed
by the actors in the play. They are the main actors within a work of
fiction that carry out the story. It is the characters who move the
action, or plot, of the play forward. The characters are the agents
of the plot.
Characters typically take the form of humans with names,
identities, and character traits, and they engage in actions and
speech. Characters may be entirely imaginary, or they may have a
basis in real-life individuals. They provide the motivations (reasons)
for the events of the plot. The characters of a play face and
overcome obstacles that we can recognize. They provide the
vehicle for conflict.
Fictional characters can be perceived similarly to real people by
the audience. First impressions are influential in how a character
is initially perceived, while familiarity with a character results in
expected behaviors. Characters that behave contrary to their
previous characterization can be confusing to the audience. The
audience can also form social connections with characters, feeling
for them as if they were real.

THEME

Theme is the underlying idea or message presented by a work. It is
more abstract than other elements and can be applied to other
circumstances as a broader concept.
The theme is the reason why the playwright wrote the play, i.e. the
genre of a play refers to the type of story being told and is
decided by the playwright. The style of a play is how the work is
presented on stage.

For example, a play in the tragedy genre features a serious plot
with a sad ending, whereas a comedy features a light-hearted plot
with a happy ending.
Epic theatre seeks to educate the audience about political issues.
It uses a range of dramatic devices to remind the audience that
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they are watching a play, keeping the audience intellectually and
politically engaged.
Physical theatre, on the other hand, is a style of theatre where the
storytelling or emotional content is achieved through physical
movement, rather than just dialogue. Melodrama is a style that
features a highly dramatic plot, an over-the-top acting style and
stock characters.

Many modern plays incorporate a range of di�erent genres and
performance styles, each with its own characteristics. Plays that
mix genres and styles like this are known as mixed form.

LANGUAGE
Characters facing and overcoming recognizable obstacles need to
express themselves. Dramatic dialogue consists of two parts:
narrative and dramatic.

RHYTHM
Rhythm is the heart of the play. Plot, character, language, and
spectacle all have their individual rhythms in time.
The combination of all these rhythms create the impelling force of
the play leading to a final climax. The rhythm also creates mood.

SPECTACLE
This refers to the visual elements of a play: sets, costumes,
special e�ects, etc. Spectacle is everything that the audience sees
as they watch the play. Everything that is seen or heard on stage.
Actors, sets, costumes, lights and sound. All plays have spectacle
—some emphasize spectacle more than others.

212


